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The start of a new year and a new membership season has propelled me back onto the city council and school board meeting calendar again, on behalf of Louisa Development Group. 

Although my significant other may be dismayed at how many dinners I miss, I truly enjoy going to these meetings. Many are to simply introduce myself, as it is a constant process. Some are to give an LDG “update.” Others are even more to the point – asking for money, whether for LDG membership or a specific project that LDG is assisting.

These councils’ and boards’ inclusion, and most often appreciation, of LDG on their agendas is representative of their dedication to the community (or communities) they serve. It brings hope to my senses that their belief in an LDG membership is a belief in partnering to enhance the communities that make up Louisa County.

I am so proud of what LDG is doing now – actively working on Shop Louisa, being a leader in marketing the county tourism, assisting in grant applications and other research for members, bringing opportunities for people to learn about how to start a business, learning about co-operatives and building healthy lifestyles and MORE!

But then it humbles me to step into the audience of the meetings I’m attending and see these different groups of concerned people trying – fighting -- to make living in Louisa County better day by day. Whether it’s putting a comprehensive plan together, trying to save a grocery store or making sure the right after-school activities exist for our youth, I am continually impressed by the challenges people are willing to take on.

 Even when budgets are tight, I see memberships start to roll in from our drive -- a testament to how partnering can bring greater success to our common goals. If you’re not convinced that being a member of LDG is a benefit to you or your business, then call me. I can refer you to the 13 people on the Board of Directors, the eight city councils that are members or all of the school boards that have joined hands with LDG. And that’s just the tip of the iceberg.
Collaborating with and complementing our resources can only bring positive economic and community health and wealth to Louisa County. And I have seen so many great ideas and follow-through from these councils and boards, not to mention businesses. I am optimistic about Louisa County’s future. You and LDG are part of it.

The excitement and enthusiasm I have shared in many meetings lately, large and small, reminds me of one of my favorite quotes from famed anthropologist Margaret Mead: “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful people could change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.”
Anyone can join LDG – individuals, businesses, community organizations. Your membership is a piece of a partnership towards enhancing all of our lives in Louisa County. If you’re interested in becoming a member, call 319-527-5182 or email ldg@louisacomm.net.

